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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY.

Presentation.

The PRESIDENT:- I have to announce
that, in company with several members, I
waited on His ExymLlency the Governor and
presented the Address-in-reply to His Ex-
cellency's Speech. His Excellency has been

pleased to make the following reply:-
Mr. President and members of the Legis-

lative Council: I thank you for your expres-
sions of loyalty to His Most Gracious Majesty
the 'King and for your Adaress-in-reply to th~e
Speech with which I opened Parliament.

(Sgd.> James Mitehell,
CGovernor.

QUESTION.

GOLD.

As to Re questing Increased Price.

Hon. G. W. MIfLES asked the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture:

Has the attention of the Government been
drawn to the statement appearing in "The
Daily News" of Saturday, the 11th Septem-
her, under the beading "Murehison Gold
Towns 'Dying' "? If so, will the Govern-
ment take immediate steps to urge the
Commonwealth Government to increase the
price of gold in order to save the gold-
mining industry of this State?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied-
Yes. The State Government early this

year, in collaboration with the Chamber of
Mines, put the case for assistance to the
goldmining industry before the Common-
wealth Government. Again recently, at the
State Government's request, the matter was
fully discussed at the Premiers' Confer-
ence at Canberra.

The Commonwealth Government has ad-
vised that the price of gold is determined
by the International Monetary Fund, of
which Australia is a member, and that the
only unlimited buyer of gold is the United
States of America The latter country i%
not prepared to pay an increased price.

The Commonwealth Government has fur-
ther advised that it is prepared to consider
applications for assistance from individual
mines claiming to be marginal. It has al-
ready approved of assistance to three Kal-
goorlie companies and is considering a
fourth, a Murchison one.

In the ease of Triton, the Commonwealth
Government was not prepared to further as-
sist because it claimed that the mine was
quickly approaching the end of its economic
life. The Commonwealth Government had
financially assisted it during, and since the
end of, the war.

The Wiluna mine closed down because its
payable ore bodies were exhausted. Finan-
cial assistance by both the State and Coin-
inonwealth Governments was rendered it to
permit of all useful arsenical ore being
raised before closure took place.

MOTION-ELECT]Ifl'Y ACT.

To Disallowc Radio Workers' Beg uletious.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. A. L. Loton-

That Regulations Nos. 113, 117, 118, 119y
123, 124, 120, 130, 131, 132, 1.38, 139 and 142
made under the Electricity Act, 1945, as pub-
lished in the "'Government Gazette" of the
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25th March, 1948, and laid on the Table of
the House on the 27th July, 1948, be and are
hereby disallowed,

EON. G. flASER (West) [4.39]: I op-
pose the motion. For the life of me I can-
not see why the hon. member should have
moved to disallow the regulations. They
appeal to me as being quite fair and reason-
able, and I think that a quick run through
them will prove that statement to be cor-
rect. The first regulation sought to be dis-
allowed is No. 11.3, which merely empowers
the 'Commission to remove any member of
the board. I consider that the Commission
ought to have that power if a member of a
board is not doing a satisfactory job. When
we consider of whom the board consists, and
that it includes a representative of the em-
ployers and of the employees, I think we
can agree that the Commission should have
the right to remove any of these persons.

Ron. A. L. Loton: Who makes the ap-
pointments?~

Hon. G. FRASER: The Minister.

Bon. A. L. Loton: No, the Electricity
Commission does.

lion. 0. FRASER: The Electricity Com-
mission does not make the nppointments to
the board. I said that the Minister did;
hut the Commission appoints its representa-
tives to the board and the other interestsq
appoint theirs. So the Commission should
'have the right to overrule any person not
doing his job. Regulation 117 reads-

Application to be examined under this Part
shall he made on Form No. 21 in the Ap-
pendix hereto. The examination shall consist
of a, general knowledge of the section or sec-
tions appropriate to the license of which the
applicant has Made application, and in the
cases of applications for licenses for Radio
'Servicemen, General Servicemen, Workshop
Servicemen and Bench Assemblers, a know-
ledge of the safety principles of electricity.
Licenses may be issued by the Board in re-
spect of the following sections-

The regulation then sets out three sections.
What objection can anyone make to thatV
Surely no-one can object to the form on
which the application is to be made, or take
exception to the fact that the examination
is only one on general knowledge of the
section or sections appropriate to the license
whieb is alplied for! The next regulation
-No. 118--reads-

The examination for a Radio Worker's
License may at the discretion of the Board

coosis, of written, practical and oral tests of
such nature and scope as the Board considers
necessary.

Hon. A. L. Lbton: On a point of order,
I think the lion. member is referring to the
regulations gazetted on the 27t4~ June, 1947,
and not to the new regulations-1published in
the "Government Gazette" on the 25th
March, 1948.

The PRESIDENT: That is not a point
of order, but a correction,

I'lon. G. FRASER: I have a copy of the
regulations, and I can only be guided by
the notice paper and the numbers set out
therein- If the hion. member wl let me
have his copy of the regulation%, I will
deal with them.

H-on. A. L. Loton: You might as well
speak on fad~ instead of fallacy.

Hon. C-. FRASER: The regulations are
so nearly alike that it is a case of Tweedle-
dumt and Tweedledee.

Hon. A. L. Loton: That shows how much
notice was taken of our disallowance of the
regulations last session!

11an. G. FRASER: Regulation 113 and
Regulation 117 are the same in this list
as those I have read out. No. 118 is the
same as I have already quoted.

flon. A. L. Loton: No, it is not.

Hon. G. FRASER: Rtegulation 118
reads-

Examinations for Radio Workers' Licenses
shall consist of written practical and/or oral
tests; and such examinations shall be heldl
at such times and places as may be required.

If that is not the same as what I have pre-
vionsly read-

Eon. A. L. Loton: The wording is dif-
ferent.

Hon. G. FRASER: Regulation 123 is the
same. I do not think that anyone will dis-
agree with it. It says--

No license shall be issued under this Parr
in contravention of any award issued by a
Court of Industrial Arbitration.

We all realise that the Arbitration Court
should he the, supreme body so far as any-
thing of that description is concerned. If
regulations issued by some body contravene
an award issned by the Arbitration Court,
the Arbitration Court award should prevail.
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J see no reason for the disallowance of that
regulation. No. 124 reads-

After a period of twelve months fronm tie
gazettal of these regulations, no license %l
be issued under this Part uless the applicant,
can produce proof of having liaJ fiye years'I
Pxperience in the radio trode. A period of
experience in radio 'work in any of the scr-
vices during the recent war shall be takentitnto
account when assessing total experience.

I think that is a very generous gesture. I
see nothing wrong with a person's having to
.-terre not five years' apprenticeship but five
years in the trade. A man can enter th
trade as a junior worker and, so long as lhe
has had five years' experience, hie does not
have to he articled, but can sit for the
examination. Furthermore, if a man has
had a period in the Services, that will be
taken into consideration. What could he
fairer than that? Regulation 129 reads-

Any candidate who fails to pass an examina-
tion under this Part may be issued with a
license or permit confining the validity of the
license or permit to snch conditions -is mary
lie endorsed thereon.

T can see nothing wrong with that either.
It provides the hon. member with something
he is after. It gives the candidate who tails
to pass an 'examination the right to work.
Yet the hon. member objects to it. I gathered
from the toile of his remarks that he wants
to do away with nll examinations so that
anybody can enter the trade.

hon. Sir Charles Lathamn: That has been
the case in the past.

lion. G. FRASER: What has been the
case in the past is that these regulations, or
simlilar ones, have been in operation for
years.

Hon. A. Thomson: That does not say they
aire right.

Hon. (1. FRASERi: When electricity sup-
ply was under the control of the Public-
Works Departmnent, exactl y similar regu-
lations were in force.

Hon. A. Thomson: Not all of thorn,

Hon. G. FRASER: When the Electricity
Commission took over the job, it was neces-
sary to gazette new regulations, and these
are almost a copy of others that were in
operatLion for many, years. No objection has
ever been taken to them, except in this Chai-
her last year.

Hon. 14. Tuckey' : Did the Public Works
Department conduct examinations?

Hon. 0. FRASER: Yes. I have had cases
of nien who had been five years in the trade
and were not apprenticed, but they were ex-
amined by the Public Works Department.
That was pre-war. So examinations were
held when the Public Works Department had
charge. The next regulation is No. 130. It
reads--

(1) Every application for a Radio Workers'
License shall be made on Form S.E.C. 21 or
S.E.C. 21A; with the original application for
any license a fee of 2s. 6d. shall be pai.

I do not think anybody can object very much
to that. In Clause (2) various charges are
set out in connection with theL issuing of
licenses. The fees are small, 1 think the
higohest is about 10s., and I do not feel that
anybody could raise any valid objection on
the ground of financial obstacles. Regula-
tion 131 reads-

The license of any radio wor-ker tony be suts-
pended or revoked by the Board if the lievilse
hAs been Poileted of any offence against these
regulations.

I admit that is a pretty wide power because
some offences might be of a minor character.
However, the position is safeguarded by the
provision that the worker may be suspended
or have his license revoked. So if the offence
is a minor one, a minor penalty could be
imposed and not necessarily the cancellation
of the license. I do not suppose that ony
member would seek to defend someone who
had committed breaches of the regulations
or argue that he should not be fined or other-
wise dealt with. I can see no great objection
to that regulation. Regulation 132 states-

Before suspending or revoking any licenise
the Board shall cause to be sent to the holder
thereof by registered letter a statement of its
intention and shall afford him an opportunity
to give on explanation, personally or in writ-
ing. Every peonf Whose license ha been re-
voked shall forward such license to the Board
within 14 (lays of such revocation.

T can see nothing wrong with that. Only'
last night I took the Honorary Minister to
task because some individual had something
taken from him without having been given
an opportunity to make his explanation. I
am in favour of this regulation which lays
down that the man concerned shall be given
the opportunity to defend himself before
sentence is passed upon him. Surely the
hon. member does not wish to take away the
right of any man to defend himself. I see
no reason why that regulation should lie
disallowed. Regulation 138 states-
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Any person to whoms a license has not been
granted or to whom a renewal of a license has
been refused may appeal to the Commission.

That is something else of wvhich I think the
hon. member should be in favour, instead of
wishing to delete it. It gives the right of
appeal to the Commission against the board's
refusal to issue a license or renew a license.
Regulation 139 states-

Any person who produces evidence satis.
factory to the Board of having been registered
or licensed as a Radio Worker by any State
tauthority in any other State of tile Commison-
wealth of Australia may be licensed under this
Patrt.

I see no objection to that. If a man has been
doing the job in another State, why should
we shut him out here?

Hon. A. Thomson: Why not make it read
"shall"?

Hon. G. FRASER: I am. prepared to
leave that decision to the board because
there may be certain things about which it
wishes to be satisfied. The board may wish
to ascertain that the person concerned has
lone the work he claims to have done.
"Shall" would make it mandatory, and I
think the hoard should be given that discre-
tion.

Hon, A. Thomson: You know that we can-
not amend any of the regulations.

Hon. G. FRASER: Why cut out those
that are of benefit?

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
We need not disallow the lot of them.

Hon. V. FRASER: Why disallow those
that favour the people for whom the hon.
member is agitating?

Hon. A. L. tton: This gives members
a chance to debate the regulations.

Hon. G. FRASER: Regulation 142
reads-

The Board may appoint any Technical Col-
lege,' Institution or- Association which carries
out examinations for Proficiency Certificates
for Radio Workers to conduct examinations
or supplementary examiations for the Board
under such conditions and terms as the Board
may arrange.

There is an extra provision made for these
people to qualify. I can see no objection
to that. How can the hon. member object
to a Provision of that description? Those
aire the regulations that the hon. member
seeks to have disallowed, but I can see no

objection to any of them. It must be re-
membered that this is a dangerous trade.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: In what way
is it dangerous?

Hon. 0. FRASER: We must provide
protection for the public.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: These men are
riot allowed to handle electricity.

Hon. G. FRASER: We must provide pro-
tection for the men themselves. Quite it
lot of people are dead today because they
tried to look after themselves in matters
suich as this. We do not want every Tomt
Dick and Harry messing about with work
of this kind.

Ron. Sir Charles Latham: You know thaL
the sets will not be connected with the cur-
rent.

Hon. C. FR~ASER: Whenever radio work-
ers have a job to do there is a likelihood of
their eoming into contact with current, and
there should he some board with standa rd.;
that the people in the trade must observe.
There have beens examples in the pint of
howv dangerous this work is.

Hoyt. A. Thomson: Give us the examples.

Hon. C. FRASER: I can quote two or
three eases of deaths through faulty instal-
lations. Radio workers and electricians an',
so closely allied that there is not much dif-
ference between the two.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: You know radio
workers are not allowed to touch anything-
connected with electricity.

Hon. 0. FRASER: I know they do so
when they are on the job, and the lion.
member knows it also.

Hon. Sir Charles Latbamy: I do not.

Hort. G. FRASER: Let the hon. mem-
ber get a radio worker to do a job for
him, and see what is done. That man can
do whatever is necessary in any house to
which he goes.

Hon. L. A. Logan: Then he is breaking
the law.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
He does not do any more than does the
person who owns the machine.

Hon. 0. FRASER: That is the point
I am getting at. There are few of these
jobs that can be done without some contact
with electricity.
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Hon. A. L. Loton: Could he be killed built his ease on the fact that he objected
by a six volt currentI

Hon. G. FRASER: There have been in-
stances of people fiddling round with elec-
tricity, which have resulted in death.

lHon. A. L. Loton: That is what you are
doing with these regulations, fiddling with
them.

Hon. G. FRASER: Some of the jobs
from which death has resulted may have
been done by' men who knew the work, the
danger lying in faulty installation. There
was the case of the little boy who ran into
a fence w'hen riding- his licyele along
Mounts Bay-road.

Ilaon. Sir Charles Latham: What has that
to do with radio work?

lion. G. FRASER: It shows that an)-
one who fiddles with anything to which ele-
tricity is connected is doing a dangerous
job. Then there is the case of the woman
who was killed at Osborne Park. Another
fatality was at Leederville where the job
was done by a son who was an apprentice
of five years' standing.

Ilon. A. L. Loton: These workers do not
interfere with electric irons.

Hon. G. FRASER: If such a thing-
could happen where the boy had had five
years' experience of electricity, what could
happen in the case of men with no ex-
perience of it?

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: If that is your
argument, let us stop using electricity.

Hon. G. FRASER: It is not my argu-
ment, but I think we should support the
body that has set out to examine the men
or issue licenses to those who are able to
do the job safely. We should support that
course not only from the public point of
view but from that of the men concerned.
Members should examine each regulation
separately and see whether they can hon-
estly discover any objection to it. If mem-
bers do that, I have no doubt what the
decision of this House will be. I oppose
the motion.

THE HONORARY MMNSTER FOR
AGROULTURE (Hon. fl. B. Wood-East)
f4.57]: The mover for the disallowance of
these regulations put up no ease at all. He
did not mention any of the regulations but

to control and various other things relating
to the regulations and-from memory-the
right or desirability of the Electricity Com-
mission coming into this sort of thing. I
see little harm in these regulations. The only
member who has examined them thoroughly
during the debate is Mr. Fraser. I think
members must have been convinced by what
he had to say. While a lot of good could
ome from the regulations, no harm could
result from them. Though there may be
some difference of opinion about one or two
of them, that does not prove that they are
all undesirable. It is hard for me to agree
with those who say there is no link between
radio work and electricity. I do not think
there is any doubt about it and I do not
believe those members know much about
the question.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Tell us what
the link is.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I have been in workshops
where such work was going on. Radio is
electricity, and that is the link. The worker
must come in contact with electricity in
some way when engaged on radio work.
The State Electricity Commnission was
constituted in April, 1946, under the State
Electricity Commission Act, No. 6 of 1945.
It is the statutory authority in connection
with all electrical administration, genera-
tion and distribution in Western Australia,
resultant upon which the Commission is re-
quired to give effect to the provisions of
the Electricity Act, No. 19 of 1945, which
superseded the Electricity Act, No. 45 of
1937, and provides for the promulgation of
regulations and bylaws, subject to the Gov-
ernor's approval, for facilitating the opera-
tion of the Acts.

With the advent of the Commission, the
regulations, which had been made under
the Electricity Act of 1937 and had been
administered by the (Public Works Depart-
ment acting on the advice of the Electricity
Advisory 'Committee, had to be re-gazetted.
The opportunity was taken, therefore, to
amend such regulations as had caused diffi-
culty from the standpoint of interpretation
and to give effect to the req~uests of
various organisations, by the inclusion of
additional regulations to cover the advance-
ment made in the various sections of the
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electrical trade. That is the main point.
These regulations were made necessary in
order to cover the very considerable ad-
vance that we all1 know has taken place
in connection with electricity. They were
necessary to cover radio workers to a very
great extent, as Mr. Fraser has already
pointed out, and we cannot have the radio
without electricity.

For the most part, the regulations in-
eluded in the gazettal were first drafted at
the request of the parties immediately con-
cerned, were submxitted to the Crown Law
Department and were approved by the
Executive Council in accordance with the
procedures laid down, the Commission's
main functions during such actions being
based on the requirements of the Acts and
the protection and safety of the public
generally. I want to emphasise that point
-they were for the protection and safety
of the public generally as well as of the
workers concerned.

As far as the radio, workers' board
regulations are concerned, these, while be-
ing new regulations, do not introduce a
new system of licensing, as those contiected
with the radio trade previously were 6
quired to take out a license issued under the
authority of the Electrical Workers'
Board, but they did, at the request of in-
terested parties, place the control of such
radio workers under a board more conver-
sant with the desires of the trade. Thus
there is nlothing new about that. The radio
workers had to take out a license under the
ol d hoard and there is the link up.

Hlon. A. Thomson: They may have got a
fairer deal from that board.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: A brief history of the
radio workers' regulations indicates that
a deputation representing the Radio
Traders' Association, the Radio Trades
Union and the Association of Radio Tech-
nicians approached the 'Under Secretary
for Works during August, 1944, resultant
upon which radio workers were recognised
-I hope members will listen particularly
to what I am saying-as coming within the
scope of the definition of "electrical
worker" and protection was afforded them
by the issue of an endorsed "13" grade
license by the Electrical Workers' Board.

Hon. G. Fraser: You cannot divorce them
from caming under the definition of "elec-
trical worker.''

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Of course not, and I am
showing that there is nothing new about
this. On Monday, the 5th August, 1946,
in view of the formation of the Commis-
sion and also the fact that the Electrical
Workers' Board had amended its definition
of "electrical worker" to exclude radio
workers and thereby give them the right
of their own control, the Commission called
a meeting to discuss draft regulations to
cover the interests of the radio trade. This
meeting was attended by Mr. Onr, the sec-
retary of the Electricity Commission, XMr.
3frMahion tor (the radio tecbnician4 Mr.
F. Beaies for the radio traders and Messrs.
Kitcher and Massiugham for the Radio
Union. The general discussion that took
place gave rise to the regulations that were
gazetted under the Electricity Act in 1947.

The regulations provide for the appoint-
inent of a radio workers' board to be com-
prised of one member representing the
Commission who was to be the chairman,
one member representing the employers of
radio workers and one member represent-
ing- the radio workers, such board being ap-
pointed for a period of three years. The
solidity of the support of these regulations
was later emphasised -by the bodies men-
tioned and, additionally, by representatives
of the Institution of Radio Engineers when
they collectively approached the Minister
and earnestly solicited his support for the
retention of the gazetted regulations. That
the regulations were disallowed is now an
acknowledged set-hack to all concerned and
even at this stage it is difficult to ascertain
any definite nmotive that created opposition,
unless those opposing them were not appre-
ciative of the purport of the regulations
as a. whole and based their opposition on
a single point here and there, little reslis-
in,& that the regulations arc administered
for collective interpretation rather than by
single phrases or regulations. I think that
is very true.

T do not think that those who opposed
the regulations were really appreciative of
the position. I agree that there might he
one or two regulations to which some objec-
tion might be taken, buit the attitude on
the part of those who opposed them wart to
do away with the whole lot.
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Hon. E. H. Gray:- And that was not rea-
sonable.

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It was not. Those who
opposed them did not understand the posi-
tion nor did thiey appreciate the great bene-
fits to be conferred upon the people con-
cerned. The board has carefully watched
the effect of the 'introduction of the radio
regulations and the interests of personnel
already recognised as being in the trade.
Very few of the older servicemen can
claim the advantage of having served ant
apprenticeship, but they have acquired
their knowledge by practical -work and ex-
perience over the years. Indeed, they have
grown up with the trade till it is -nowv so
placed that junior -workers and apprentices
are able to reap the benefit of their work
aind organisation. To insist that the older
personnel should qualify for license by
examination appeared unfair, so the board
decided to accept a period of experience in
the trade, inclusive of war service if any,
as being snfficient to enable it to grant a
license without examination. We have al-
ways insisted upon experience in a trade
being necessary.

Hon. Sir Char-les Lathamn: No-one ob-
jects to that.

Ron. O. Fraser: The hon. member him-
self objected to it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: What could be fairer
than what I hare outlined?

Hon. Siii 'Charles, Lathain: Nowane is
objecting -to it.

Hon. A. Thomson. The Commission did
not put it into practice, and that is the
trouble.

The HONORARY MJINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: How does the hon. mew-
her know that? The Commission is not out
to hamper the work of the industry hut is
d~oing everything possible to safeguard the
.situation. Those who in their keenness for
radio generally have become members of
recognised institutes, are also granted
licenses without examnation if the institutes
support their claims of practical experience,
while University graduates who have majored
in electronics, trainees and probationers
tinder the rehabilitation scheme are also
subject to special consideration.

All these people are covered by a special
regulation which enables them to make ap-
plication within a prescribed time, thereby
exempting them from the general provisions
of the remaining regulations which, in time,
will require applicants to submit proof of
apprenticeship, or of a specified term of
training before permission can be granted
for them to acquire a license by examina-
tion. It is generally thought that the regu-
lations as framed and re-gazetted by the
Commission will meet the desires of all
organisations connected with the trade. I
think I need say no more than that. I sub-
mit that no case was made out by Mr. Loton
for the disallowance of the regulation.
One or two of them may not be altogether
desirable, but there is no justification for
disallowing them in toto. I oppose the
motion.

RON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (East)
F5.10]: I certainly believe we should have in
this industry trained men. I do not object
to that, but I do object to the Electricityv
Commission being the judge whether men
should be trained or not.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is not.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATH AM: The
Commission appoints the board, which is
under its control. I want to correct the
statiement by the Minister who said that
radio workers come under the heading of

etrical workers.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
They used to. I made that plain;i you
could not have heard mec when I referred to
that point. They do not come under it now.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It is
most remarkable that people who have been
engaged in radio work and in repairing
radio sets have made complaints about this
matter and have written no end of letters to
members of Parliament. Perhaps the Minis-
ter himself has received some.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
No, I have not.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Possibly
the people concerned considered they could
not convert the Minister. From the material
supplied to me, I think the regulations are
unnecessary.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Would you read some of the letters the
radio workers have written to you?

1060 COUNCIL.]
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Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes.
The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:

Then will you do so?'

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAMI: If the
President would allow me to go outside so
that I could get them, I would be prepared
to do so.

Hon. G. Fraser: I did not get one.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The hon.
member knows I cannot leave my place to
get the letters. In my opinion, this is
matter of union control and the whole thing
originated in the Trades Hall. I wake that
statement because of information supplied
to me.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
You should produce your information. It
is useless making a bald statement like that.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM-. The
Minister knows that I cannot leave my seat
to get the letters, and I regard his interjec-
tion as a cheap jilbe.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
It is not.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATH AM: Of
course it is.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
You make a statement, but You do not pro-
duce any proof.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: If the
Minister doubts my word-

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
I do not,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATafAM: I shall
not give him an opportunity to do that be-
cause, when I get the letters I shall read
them.

Hon. G. Fraser: We do not doubt your
word, but we want the information.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I will
produce the information later. It will in-
terest members to know what is meant by
"electrical worker." The definition in the
regulations is as follows:-

''Electrical worker'' means any person en-
gaged on electrical work if such is connected
to or is to be connected to a pressure exceed-
ing 40 volt;, and includes any person who
alters and/or repairs any electric 'a) apparatus,
any person who fits any electrical apparatus
to any cord, cable1 or wire or terminal, any
person who connects or disconnects any electri-
eat apparatus from any fixed wiring where such
fixed wiring is subject to a pressure exceeding

A4A voifq.

The tearm shall not include any person who
is required to hold a license under the Elec-
tricity Act Regulations as a cinemratograph
operator, or a radio worker, to the extent of
where such etee-trical work is confined to the
operation of the apparatUs; covered by such
license.

So, under the definition, the radio worker is
ert-luded from being an electrical worker.
If you, LMr. President, had lived in the coun-
try, as I have, you would know that we fre-
quently have. to take our radio sets apart.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
And puit them together again?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes.
The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:

I have tried that, but could not do it.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM:- That
was to the disadvantage of the Minister him-
self. Had he been on a farm as long as I
have, he would be able to do it.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture;
Radio work is not included in farm technique.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
people concerned are not permitted to touch
any wiring. What is covered by the regula-
tion is the handling of receiving sets and so
on. On former occasions we have agreed to
a number of stupid regulations and, if I
may be permitted to mention one, I would
refer to that which prevents any householder
from attaching a washer to a tap in his
house. He must call in a qualified plumber
to undertake the task.

Hon. R, J. Boylen: Have you always done
that!

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Washers
cost about 3d. a dozen, and it would involve
an expenditure of at least 7s, 6d. to secure
the services of a plumber to put one on a
tap-nerely because the regulations say that
must he done.

Hon. R. AL Forrest:- Mfore like £C1.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It all
depends upon where one lives. There is a
plumber who lives close to mec and he does
the work for 7s. Gd.

Hon. R, J. Boylen: Do you never do the
work your-Self?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: No. I
would not break a regulation for anyone.
What is the use of asking Parliament to
adopt regulations if members themselves
breaki them? I think that is awful!

1061



1062 COUNCIL.]

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Stick to the radio workers.

Hion. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not
like opposing the Minister, but doubtless he
has been advised by the Commission. I con-
sider these regulations to be unnecessary.
There are many geniuses; I have seen lads
at school making radio sets.

Hon, A. Thomson: Yes.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LAT HAM: They
make the sets for themselves.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Not for sale?9

lion. Sir CHARLES LATHKM: No.
What risk do people, other than the workers,
take? Answer that! They take a risk which
is hardly one at all. I was highly amused at
Mr. Fraser's effort to holster up his case by
telling the House about a little girl who ran
-against a wire, and about a young fellow
'who was electrocuted while repairing an
iron. le had the cord connected to a high-
voltage supply. People who do that sort of
thing will certainly be killed. He was pro-
bably a qualified lad; as far as I remember,
he was an apprentice, As I pointed out in
connection with another set of regulations,
the danger is just about as great as that
which a woman runs when she connects her
iron to a point, or when she uses an electric
stove. Are we going to make every house-
holder pass an examination set by a board
typical of the one in question?) If so, the
whole position will be ridiculous.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
This is not comparable with an electric
stove.

lion. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I chal-
lenge the Minister. I shall make this state-
ment and we shall check it:- There have been
far more deaths resulting from accidents
-while using electric irons than there have
been ini connection with radio sets.

Hon. G. Fraser: Because of protective
:regulations.

non. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Oh, that
is it!I Many people do not know the regula-
tions exist. They do not know they must
mast go to the next-door neighbour to get a
wsireless set repaired.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:- It
is a pity there are not a few regulations
covering electric irons.

HOn. ISir CHARLES LATHM- Let us
regulate everything! I am tired of regula-
lions. At Dne time we were a free people.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
What about the regulations under the Health
Act?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I have
implicit faith in the present Government, but
it is going to control Us More and more.

Hon. E. M1. Heenan: When was that
happy time?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It was
before the hon, member was born, hut I re-
collect it. I recall that I could do many
things then that I am not permitted to do
today. I also recollect that I could drive a
Motorcar without being licensed.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Do not forget that we live longer now than
people did then!

Hon. Sir CHARL1 S LAT HAM: Not on
account of regulations, but because of medi-
cal science.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:-
That is wrapped up with regulations.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATH1AM: Wrap-
ped up1 with regulations?

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Of course it ii. What about the Health De-
part m&nt ?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: What
does the Honorary Minister mean?

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Because under the Health Act you must do
certain things.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHA.M: When I
came on this earth there were no registered
midwives. I was brought into the world by
tin unregistered midwife, as I dare say moany
other old people were. Does the Honorary
Minister mnean to tell me that children are
any better today because of the registra-
tion of midwives?

The PRESIDENT:. Order! We are discus-
sing the regulations sought to be disallowed.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I have
been led astray by the Honorary Minister.
He gets mue into trouble, hut I shall not let
him do so in future. We are seeking to con-
trol everything by regulation. The more we
regulate people, the less chance will this
country have of progressing.

Hon. A. Thomson: Hear, hear!

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHIAM: Do not
mnake any mistake; the more restrictions
that are placed on people, the lass will they
attempt to do the things that were done by
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people in the past. These regulations will
not help anyone. All they will do will be to
restrict the number of people to be employed
in this class of work. The regulations origin-
ated from people whose idea was to make a
close preserve for themselves.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Oh!

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I can
quite understand the Minister defending the
Commission. That is what he is here for, and
I am not blaming him. He did not sign these
regulations; they were probably signed by
the Minister for Works. The Honorary Min-
ister has put up a good defence for the Min-
ister for Works; I give him that credit.
However, it will be of no avail as far as I
am concerned. Give the people freedom.
If these regulations were designed to protect
people from danger, I would be the first to
support them. But there is no danger what-
ever. There is no more danger in this work
than there is to a woman who plugs in her
wireless set or iron to a power point or a
light 'point, whichever she uses.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Who is to judge whether
they are competent?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Now we
are getting at what the regulations mean I
Who is to judge whether they are competent?
Probably in the mind of my friend, Mr.
Gray, the incompetent person is the indi-
vidual who does not belong to a trade union.
One does not need to be a trade unionist in
order to be a competent person.

The Hoiiorary Minister for Agriculture:
There is nothing about trade unionists in
the regulations.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHIA-'f: Mr.
Gray suggests that the regulations would
make the workers more competent. A per-
son who has the initiative to learn how to
handle a receiving set is probably much more
highly qualified than a person who passes an
examination. The world is no better off be-
cause of People who Pass examinations. I
have known many highly qualified people
who have failed at examinations. One of
the best doctors in the world failed to pass
examinations.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
This is quite a new theory. D~o you say
doctors ought not to pass examinations?

Ron. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I did
not say anything of the sort. What an awful

man the Honorary Minister is becoming! I
know of one instance. I will give the Honor-
ary Minister a book to read about a doctor
who became very highly qualified, but could
not pass examinations.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Where was he allowed to practise?

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member had
better stick to the regulations.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes. I
can take a wireless set to pieces and put it
together again.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
We are not aill as clever as you are.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: But r
would not be permitted to do so under these,
regulations, as I would first have to pass an
examination. I would have no more hope of-
doing so than I would of flying from Pertib
to Melbourne without wings.

On motion by Hon. C. H. Simpson, debate
adjourned.

BILL--PRICES COOTROL.
Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to amend-
ments Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 5, and had disagreed
to No,. 4.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimnmitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture in
charge of the Bill.

No. 4-ause 12, page 5: Delete subpara-
graph (iii) of paragraph (d) as contained in
lines 37 to 42, inclusive.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's rea-
son for disagreeing is-

That it is advisable for the Commissioner to
have authority to give all pertinent informa-
fibs to the Commissioner of Taxation where
ho considers the revenue of the Crown iq I sing
or has been defrauded.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I move-

That the amendment be not insisted om.

There are various reasons why the Council
should not insist on its amendment One
is that the other House has accepted all
our amendments except this. I have exam-
ined the amendment since and find that
little harm will be done if we do not insist
upon it. Another reason is that we run
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a big risk of not getting this measure on Hon. G. FRASER: I have not said any-
the statute book if it is not passed quickly.
I hope the Committee will not insist on the
amendment.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Minister hna,
given a very weak reason for not insisting
(in the amendment. The position is that
various Government departments are now
being called upon to do extra work by
supplying information to the Taxation
Department. The principle is wrong and
.should not be tolerated. I share the Min-
ister's view that there is danger of losing
the Bill if the Committee insists on the
amendment. However, I am not going to
force the issue, as I realise we have secured
the majority of the amendments made by
the Council. Far more than that, I do not
know that I would get any support at all.
I regret that we have included a provision
in this Act whereby the efforts of persons
,appointed under the measure will be diverted
to another department, which has every
power to exercise its own functions. I do
not wish to protect anyone who is evading
taxation.

Ron. G. Fraser: That is what you are
doing.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: When such a per-
son is caught he pays dearly for- his evasions.
II regret that I have to submit to the motion
moved by the Honorary Minister.

Hion. G. FRASER: I hope the Committee
will not insist on the amendment. Whether
intentionally or otherwise, it really protects
rogues.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That does not come
into it at all.

Hon. G. FRASER: I think it does.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Not to my mind.

lion. G. FRASER: I do not think it is
intentional, hut that is what this amend-
ment does. I am sorry that this is the only
amendment that has come back. I believe
we would have had more if the two little
baby bears down below bad not been frig-ht-
ened of the big bad wolf I

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. momi-
b'-r must not reflect on the actions of menm-
bers in another place.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He should withdraw
that.

thing that I should withdraw. I have not
named any members.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You have reflected on
two members of another place.

Hon. G. FRASER: Which two?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have called
the hon. member to order.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am sorry this
amendment was carried in the first place.
We are now doing the right thing by not
insisting on it.

Question put andl passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL-BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT

AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE),
Received from the Assembly and read a

first time.

MOTION-ELECTRICITY ACT.

To Disallow Cinematograplh Operators'
Regulations.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the following motion by Hon. Sir Charles
Latham:

That Regulations Nos. 71, 80, 86 and 1114
mnade under the Electricity Act, 1945, as
published in the ''Government Gazette' of the
25th March, 1948, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 27th July, 1948, be and ire
hereby disallowed.

HON. R. J. BOYLEN (South) [5.36]:
I oppose the motion. I am astounded that
an attempt should be made to disallow
these regulations because they protect the
interests of all those either directly or in-
directly associated with the motion pic-
ture industry. They Are regulations similar
to those in South Australia, Victoria and
Tasmania. which were introduced by Lib-
eral Governments. On two different occa-
sions reciprocity was sought for cine-
inatograph operators in this State with
those of South Australia and Victoria. But
the powers-that-be in those States had to
refuse because they regarded the standard
of cinenintograph operators in Western
Australia as being far below theirs. In
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South Australia there is an examination set
by a board of examiners, and the candidates
have to pass a test in electrical apparatus,
projectors of sound equipment, and also in
safety, first aid and firefighting apparatus.
The authorities in those States have said
that when they consider the standard of the
cinematograph operators in Western Aus-
tralia to be as high as theirs, they will be
on ly too pleased to enter into some repipro-
Cal arrangement. The standard in this State
was particularly low during the war years,
but it is much higher now, and that is due
to lectures which have been given by quali-
fled operators and technical school teachers.

Hon. H. Tuckey: You are wrong there.

lion. R. J. BOYLEN: It is advocated as
the result of a conference between the Coin-
mission and technical shool representatives
that a two-yeai;, course be adopted. To my
way of thinking it is a very short one.
There are few apprentices who serve less
than four years.

Hon. A. Thomson: Do you really think
this occupation requires apprenticeship, to
learn to turn a handle?

Hon. R~. J. BOYLEN: The hon. member's
knowledge of what goes on in a cinemato-
graph projection room is either very small
or very ancient. What he talks of occurred
30 years ago, but now' there is no such thing
as a handle to turn.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Oh!
Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: It is a highly dan-

gerous occupation and one where a kn~ow-
ledge of electricity is essential, with all
due respect to Mr. Loton. Many different
types of apparatus are to be found in the
theatres in Perth, the suburbs, and the.
country areas. Many operators would pro-
bably not see two cinematograph projection
inachines which would be the samie. Even
if an operator saw only one, I doubt
whether twelve months' experience would

' lbe sufficient for him to understand it. A
two-year course would give these people
the opportunity to attend lectures and have
Practical experience in projection rooms
other than where they earn their own liv-

in.They would then be in a position to

pass examinations similar to those set in
the other States.

Hon. A. Thomson: Where would they get
that experience in the country districts?

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: At present all
country projectioinists are licensed. They

do not have to come to the metropolitan
area to take their examinations. They take
them locally.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: They are evi-
dently satisfactory.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: Yes.
Hon. Sir Charles Latham: They 0o not

need these examinations.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: Of course they doa.
Provision has been made for these people
to take them, and the supervision has been
carried out by the clerk of courts or the
police constable in the district. There is
a correspondence course at the present time
Provided by the Technical College and
adopted by the Cinema Board. People in
the outer districts following this trade are
not debarred from the benefits of lectures
or from taking examinations in the same
way as those in the metropolitan area, and
the cost is no greater for them than it is
for people in Perth. Their work is special-
ised. In 1947, when Air. Thomson was
speaking on the deletion of certain regula-
tions, he said, ''Operators are specialists
in the particular branch of electrical
science to which they apply their work.''
I heartily agree with him.

To become a specialist in any trade or
profession cannot be done in five minutes,
five weeks or even five months. I do not
think two years is an exorbitantly long
periad in this case, particularly when we
make a comparison with the term of ap-
prenticeship in other trades. Candidates
(10 not have to be 21 years of age before
taking the examination. An impression
has gained ground that they have to be 21
years of age before being licensed. But
that does not mean to say that if a man
passes his examination before actually
reaching the age of 21 yers he can-
not be employed. He can, because he
can obtain a license to work under
a qualified operator. Then, after reaching
the age of 21, he can become licensed and
do the op)erating himself, and supervise
other workers.

Another misapprehension is this, that be-
fore one can take the examination he has
to hie a nmeaber of the union. That is not
so. Probably 90 per cent, or more are
muembers of a union, but it is not a neces-
sary qualification before sitting for the
examination for a cinematograph opera-
tor's license. This morning I took the op-
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portunity of looking at one of these pro- throughout the metropolitan area, but the
jection rooms. It is one of the latest, I
understand, as far as being fire-proof is
concerned, but it is not 100 per cent, fire-
proof. That would be impossible. There
have to be apertures through which the pic-
tures are shown. As there are four ma.
chines' in this room, there are necessarily
four apertures. They have, of course, glass
in front of them but in the event of a fire
the glass would crack and break, and the
fire would spread over the film. The flasb-
point of film is lower than that of petrol,
so it can be seen that it would be a simple
matter for a fire to occur in one of these
projection rooms, and the knowledge of a
skilled operator would be necessary to pre.
vent it from spreading.

An instance occurred recently in the
metropolitan area where a film caught
alight. An assistant was at the machine
at the time, and instead of doing what
should have been obvious, he called the
operator. By the time the operator arrived,
1,000 feet of film had been destroyed.
Fortunately there was no damage either
to life or property. Had only the assistant
operator been present, as would be possible
if the regulations were disallowed, the dan-
ger would have been much greater. The
companies all 'have clauses in their con-
tracts whereby licensed operators must be
employed to deal with their films. They
appreciate the capabilities of the operators
since licensing has been in force in recent
years.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: They have in-
speetors of their own.

Haon. R. J. BOYLEN: Apparently they
have not.

lion. Sir Charles Latham: They have.

lon. H. J. BOYLEN: That may be so.
I am not discussing inspectors, but the
operators bandling the films. They have
licensed operators. There are only two
firms in Western Australia which supply
cinematograph equipment and have agents
that regularly service it. It is important,
particularly for country projectionists, to be
able to effect electrical and mechanical re-
pairs to the outfits on which they are work-
ing. Even if a regular service is in exis-
tence it may not be available if a break-
down occurs. The people who are objecting
to the -regulations are not the big exhibitors

smaller suburban exhibitors as well as those
in the country districts. The industry would
suffer and the patrons attending the shows
would also suffer. There would probably be
a danger to life and property through fire
because the people handling filmis would not
be qualified men.

I have a cutting from a newspaper which
gives an account of a fire that occurred
recently in a picture theatre in Halifax. The
article is headed "Operator Dies in Cinema
Fire. Boy Ties to Save Him," and goes
on to state-

Rtaymond Farrar, a twenty-five years old
cinema operator, of Old Lane, Halifax, died
last night when fire broke out in the projection
room at the .pi~ure house, Ward's End,
Halifax.

Malcolm Place, fifteen yeafs old apprentice
operator, also of Halifax, who gave the alarm
and endeavoured to rescue Farrar, was over-
come with fumes near the emergency exit to
the projection department, hut recovered later.

A large audience file out quietly at the
request of the manager and the brigade con-
fined the fire to the projection room.

There have been fires in many places such
as Victoria, India, France, England and
America and I consider that with the dis-
allowance of these regulations there would
be more opportunity of that occurring in
Western Australia. It is 'the duty of all
members of this Chamber, now that we have
an opportunity of recording a vote, to see
that there is no chance of this happening
in this -State. I suggest to members
that if they wish to satisfy themselves on
the complexities that exist in operating
these machines they may have an oppor-
tunity of doing so by viewing a plant which
has recently been installed at the Mletro
Theatre in Perth. The management would
welcome any inspection by members as this
plant is valued at f5,500 and is the mnost
modern in Western Australia. If members
view this machine they will realise that it
takes more than a matter of' months to be
able to train men to operate it. I oppose
the motion.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

BILL-INfTERPRETATION AOl'
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.
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3111-BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (H on. (1. B. Wood-East)
[5.48] in moving the second reading said:
This is a small agricultural Bill which deals
with administration. The proposed amend-
ments to the principal Act are primarily con-
cerned with the cancellation of brands, and
the creation of at means for periodically
clearing obsolete registrations in the Brands
Register. Preliminary work has been com-
menced for the opening up of an up-to-date
brands directory as the last to be published
was for registrations up to the cuid of 1025.
In the register there are 54,000 registrations
which have been made since 1925 and about
one-quarter of them are not required owing
to the death or retirement of the owners.
It would therefore be a waste of time and
money to include this obsolete information
in the new register, so provision is made
in the Bill to remove the names of people
who, when it is found on inspection, do
not wvant their brands, have died or have
gone out of the industry.

To avoid the danger of incorrect can-
cellations it is proposed to give three
months' notice by registered letter. These
letters will contain a full description of the
brand, and will also serve as reminders to
those persons who have lost their certifi-
cates and who are using their brands in-
correctly. In the course of this over-all
inspection these people will he notified and
if .they wish to continue using their
brands, it will be necessary for themn to
notify the registrar within three months. In
all instances where no reply is received at
the expiration. of that period, the registrar
will be required to publish a further 30 days'
notice in a local newspaper before the can-
cellation can be effected. The letters will he
addressed to the last known place of busi-
ness, which would lie the address shown in
the register.

The Bill has been introduced in an en-
deavour to dlean up the registration of
brands. There are many good brands listed
in the register which are not being used at
present. When I say good brands I mean
brands whic~h are easily made and easily
distinguished. When we consider that there
are 54,000 registrations, it will be realised

that there are some complicated and ugly
brands, and it is desirable that the register
should be brought np-to-date. Provision
is made in the Bill so that if anybody wants
the registration of his brand to remain, it
will not be removed from the register. I
move-

That the Bill ho now read n. second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir Charles Latham,
debate adjourned.
V

BXLL-PREVENTION oF CRUELTY TO
ANIMALS ACT AMINDWEKT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [5.53];
I have given careful consideration to the
Bill and have no objection to the proposed
amendments, It clearly gives the inspectors
of the R.S.P.C.A. and police officers
more authority to carry out their work. I
support the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dinimitt in the Chair ; the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Amendment of Section 4:

The HONORARY MiNiSTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I move an amendment-

That at the end of p)aragraph (c) the words
"notwithstanding the provisions of Section

one hundred and sixty-six of tihe Jlustices Act,
190241942, and of Setions nineteen and six
huindred and sixty-nine of the Criminal Code,
19EY,' be added.

These wb'rds will safeguard the matter. The
Chief Secretary did not consider that the
words "inreducible in mitigation" covered
the point, and requested that these words
be put in to clarify the position.

Hon. Sir CHARLES'LATHAM: I pre-
sumue that the amendment is designed to
fir a mnaximum and minimum penalty, but
we should give some latitude to magis-
trates. In many Acts where a minimum
penalty has been inserted as well as a
mnaimum, no option is given to magistrates
in trivial cases. We do not know what the
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fine is to be, and I would like the Minister
to report progress so that the Bill can be
given further study.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
The amendment has been on the notice
paper.

Hion. Sir CHARLES LATHAM; Yes, but
it has only been placed on the notice paper
today.

The HONORARY' MINISTER FOR
AUGRICU'LTURE: I have no objection to
progress being reported.

rrogress reported.

BIlL-GOLD BUYERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

second Readling.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

EON. E. M. HEENAN (Norbh-East)
[6.0]: 1 moved the adjournment of the
debate to have an opportunity to consider
the Bill. At first sight it appeared to be
rather lengthy, but in effect it contains only
a few important provisions. The definition
section is to be amended in order to rectify
a weakness which was revealed in cases
that camne before the court some years ago,
and most of the other amendments pro-
posed are really consequential on that main
alteration.

The second important amendment pro-
vides that the genera] penalty of £300 stipul-
lated in the Act shall be reduced in a
number of eases to £100, which I consider
to be a sensible proposal. We must admit
that the Act is one of the most drastic
laws on our statute book. The intent was
to make it drastic for the specific purpose
of curtailing gold stealing, and a perusal of
the Act discloses how drastic many of the
provisions are. However, I consider that
a maximum penalty of £C100 or six months
imprisonment in certain cases will be an
improvement. Another amendment is pro-
posed to Section 36. 1 suggest that mnem-
bers peruse the section carefully. In Com-
mittee T intend to oppose the amendment
because I consider it goes further than cir-
cumstances warrant. With that one excep-
tion, I support the second reading.

On motion by Hon. f11. Bennetts, debate
adjourned.

BILLr-MARRIAGE ACT AMZNDMENT.
Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (,North-East)
[6.4]: The Minister, in moving the second
reading, said that this was a measure we
could support, and I agree with him It is
really a Bill that can best be dealt with
in Committee. The proposed amendment to
Section 9 meets with my approval. I notice
that a women's organ isation is opposed to
the proposal, but I cannot see any good rea-
son for the opposition. The effect of the
amendment would be to give minors who
are refused the necessary permission to
get married the right of appeal to a court,
and ''court'' is defined as the Supreme
Court or a judge thereof, or a court of
summary jurisdiction constituted by a sti-
pendiary magistrate or a police magistrate.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture;
Is that what the women 's organisation is
objecting to I

Hon. E. M, HEENAN: I think the oh-
bjeetion was basted on the grouna that
people would be involved in a lot of ex-
pense and that the courts would be clut-
tered up with a lot of unnecessary work.
Such a contention, to my mind, is a gross
exaggeration. The Act as framed does not
permit minors any appeal where a parent,
guardian or other specified person refuses,
consent to their marrying, and I know fron]
my own experience that this has been re-
sponsible for young people on occasion
inaking false declarations. They overcome
the difficulty arising from lack of consent
by making false declarations that they are
over 21 years of age and get away with it.
The amendment appeals to me as being a
wise one, and ample protection is provided
for all parties concerned.

Question put and passed.
Hill read a second time.

In, Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-REGISTRATION oF BIRLTHS,
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES ACT

AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

D~ebate resumed from the previous day.
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RON. L. A. LOGAN (Central) [6.11]:
I have given this Bill some study and
epnsidered the effect of the proposed
amendments. I have been unable to
find anything contentious in them. The
measure provides for an alteration to the
definition of "district registrar," and pro-
poses various amendments to bring the Act
tip to date by including reference to cre-
mation. Of course, when this legislation
was originally passed, cremation was not in
vogue. The Bill is essentially one for con-
s ideration in Committee, and I shall con-
tent myself at this stage by supporting the
second reading.

Question put abd passed.

Bill read a second time.

fit Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Sitting suspended fromt 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILLr--LAND ALIENATION RESTRIC-
TION ACT AMENDMENT

(CONTINUANCE).
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

RON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [7.32] :
This is only a continuance Bill. It was
first passed in 1944 as an emergency mea-
sure; but after it has been in existence for
four years, we now propose to continue
it for another twelve months. I think the
Honorary Minister has lost sight of the
fact that if this country is to make pro-
gress, the time for the-removal of some of
these wartime emergency Acts and regula-
tions is long overdue. The only land for
which the Minister 'will give a clearance is
mentioned in Section 4 of the principal Act
which states-

Whenever the consent of the Minister or of
the officer authorisedl by the Minister as aifore-
said is required by this Act to the sale of
land such consent shalt. not be granted unless
the Minister is of opinion that such land
would be unsuitable for time settlement of a
member of the Forces or a dependant of a
member.

If the land were so classified by the Minister
or the officer appointed by him, one can
have very little doubt as to the type of

land it wvould be. It seems rather pecu-
liar that the whole of this land is; going to
hae tied up to this extent. I think that
under the 'loser Settlement Act the Minis-
ter has aill the powers required, because
Sectior 4 p~rovides-

If the Board is unanimously of the opinioli
that tny land is nutilised within the mean-
iag Of this Act and has so continued far up-
wards of two years and should be made avail-
able for closer settlement the Board should
report in writing to the Minister and shall
state in such report what, in the opinion of
the Board, is the reasonable use to ich the
land should he put.

I thin'-, that gives the 'Minister all the
power be requires if he wants land for
settlement, and I fail to see why it4 is
necessary to continue this measure for a
further period. For that reason I1 oppose
the second reading.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[7.341: While there is a certain amount of
truth in the statement made by Mr. Loton,
this Bill extends the Act for a year only. 1
am of the opinion that it should. not he
operative for a longer period. I rather fancy-
that when this measure was introduced in
1944 most of the decent land had been alien-
ated. If the Minister can give an assurance
that there is a need for this measure being
continued, I will not oppose it. I think there
is a general feeling that as far as possible
land should he brought under production. I
know there i a large area in the Albany dis-
trict which has been lying idle for many
years; but owing to the investigations made
by a subcommittee of practical men, ap-
pointed by the Government, much of the land
that in days gone by was deemed to be prac-
tically valueless has been clearly demon-
strated to be of great productive value.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
New methods of clearing have played a big
part iji that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. I do not know
whethet the Minister has come prepared to
give an assurance in that direction. It is
true, as Mr. Loton pointed out: that the
Closer Settlement Act provides for the re-
sumption of lend; but if the Government
feels that it is necessary to continue this
measure, the Bill should be passed, It may
be that a considerable portion of the land
now considered possible of clearance and of
being hi-ought into production in the Albany

1069

t



lO~o (COUNCIL.]

area is Crown land, and this measure deals
only with Crown land. I would be pleased
to have any further infornation the Minister
has to give us.

THE HONORARY MINSTER rou
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B. Wood-East
-in reply) [7.38]: Mr. Loton did not make
out any ease at all for opposing this BiU,
except that he thinks these emergency incas-
ures sihould go by the board, I consider it
very necessary that this Act should be con-
tinued for another 12 nmontbs at least, and
that is all the measure provides for. Mr,
Thomison hit the nail on the head when he
said that there is a lot of Crown land which
four years ago was considered useless, There
is such land-not only in the Albany district
but elsewhere-which, through modern
methods and research into pasture produc-
tion, is now considered desirable for soldier
settlement. A lot of that land will be brought
into production following modern methods of
clearing.

If the House threw out the Bill, there
-would be a great outcrty from returned
soldiers, and rightly so. The measure does
no harm. It is no use talking about usinig
.another Act. We have this Act to safeguard
these (Crown lands for soldier settlement. The
Government does consider it necessary to
continue the Aet for another year; that is
why this Bill has been introduced. If at the
end of that period we find the Act is no
longer uteessary, we will not ask Parliament
to continue it.

Quesition put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commit ter.

Hlon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture in charge
of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 6:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: This
clause continues the operation of the Act for
another year. I was hoping that the Minister
would tell us when he introduced the Bill
what was in the mind of the Government.
All the measure does is to empower the Min-
ister for Lands--and he has the power, any-
how-to say whether or not any Crown land
should be thrown open for selection. It gives

him the power to say the land should not be
made available except to returned soldiers.
If I know anything about the land of this
State, there is little on which returned
soldiers could. be successfully settled, except
in the South-West.

Ron. L. Craig: They are keen to get
pieces of land adjoining their farms.

Hon. Sir C11ARLES LATHAM: I want
to advise the Minister that although there
is a lot of land in the South-West which is
sui table for settlement, it is also valuable
forestry land; and I hope it is not propos-ed
to set aside for settlement areas of that
description.

Hon. L. Craig- This House would have
to agree to th at.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I know
that both Houses would have to agree; hut
if the samne procedure is adopted as I
have seen followed with regard to legisla-
Lion which has been passed today, it wilt
be possible to put any measure through this
Chamber. I do not know that there is any
need for this Bill. I am worried about the
fact that there are many fanuers whose sons
are growing up and want additional land.
I know there is land on the extreme edge
of settlement; but we have made marginal
country of that, and I do not suppose it
is intended to place returned soldiers on
land of that kind.

I do not understand why the Govern-
ment wants to continue the operations of
the Act. All that is being done is; to debar
people from using the land. We must real-
ise that along our existing railways and
roads, where we have provided transport
facilities, there is a good deal of vacant
land; and if we pass this Bill, we will pre-
vent people from selecting it, because first
of all authority has to be obtained from
the 'Minister for it to he thrown open to
other than returned soldiers.

Hon. L. Craig: He would do it if, in his
opinion, the soldiers did not want it.

Hon. A. L. Loton: If it were unsuitable.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: If it is
unsuitable for soldiers, will it not be un-
suitable for other people? Surely it will
not be suggested that a person who is not
a returned soldier is a better farmer than
a returned soldier.
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Hon. L. Craig: One requires finance and
often the other does not.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That is
another angle. I think the point is that
one of them requires Government finance,
Perhaps another place should look into this
matter more carefully than we have. I see
no necessity for the provision.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I would- point out
that this control cannot last indefinitely. In
country areas there are many boys who were
at school during the 'war and whose parents
are looking for land on which to settle them
when they leave college. They must receive
some consideration. a muchi land as pos-
sible must be made available in forest areas
'without sacrificing valuable timber. It must
be thrown open for agricultural production.
I hope this is the last occasion upon which
'we 'will be asked to continue this legislation.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

BILL-FEEDING STUFFS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate -resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. ff. GRAY (West) [7A48]3: I am
in favour of the Bill, with the exception of
Clause 5, which reads-

,Section five D of the principal Act -is
amended by adding a subsection as follows:-

''(7) The provisions of this section shall
not extend or apply to any package when the
net weight of the contents does not exceed
twenty-eight pounds."

Why should not the small man who pur-
chases this special stock or poultry food re-
ceive some protection and know what he
is buying? Would the Honorary Minister
explain why this provision has been included
in the Bill? Would not the passage of this
clause encourage unscrupulous manufac-
turers to place poor classes of feeding stuffs
on the market? There is a grievance among
small dairymen and poultry farmers who
have suffered severely-particularly during
the war years-from the shortage of feed-
ing stuffs. They have received a raw deal
also in the price fixed from time to time

for eggs. The modern poultryman has no
chance of success unless he installs up-to-
date plant for the feeding of his stock. With
an up-to-date plant, he catn make up the
feed cheaper than he can buy it ftrout the
manufac~turers, already mixed. The poultry-
man who has learned his trade efficiently
knows the proper feed f or his stock and
can mix it in his own machine.

Today the flour mills are making up and
selling prepared poultry foods, with the re-
sult that the poultry farmer cannot get the
bran, pollard and other offal that he re-
quires. In the West Province there is a
large number cot people engaged in the
poultry industry, and it is a real grievance
among them that they cannot buy offal.
Action shpuld be taken to compel the mills
to make available a reasonabple quantity
of bran and pollard to poultry farmers,
who arc now forced to purchase the made-
up foods containing meatmeal, bran, poi-
lard and so on that they should be able to
buy and mix for themselves.

Hon. G. Bennetts.: Would not different
district-. require different mixtures?

lion. E. H. GRAY: Yes, and the poultry
fanner is in a better position to mix his
own feeding stuffs than is the mill.

The Hlonorary Minister for Agriculture:
Why do they not do so?

Hon. E. H. CRAY:- Because the mills will
not supply the ingredients.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Do you want more controls?9

Hon. E. H. CRAY: We want more bran
and Pollard released.

The 'Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
What if it is not there to be released?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The mills are hold-
ing it ond are selling it to poultrymen in
feed ready mixed. The average poultry
farmer can get unlimited supplies of. the
mixtures from. the mills if he is willing
to pay the price.

Hon. A. Thomson: The country mills are
supplying bran and pollard.

Hon. E. H1. GRAY: I am speaking of the
metropolitan area and the Freman tle dis-
trict in particular. I hope the Minister will
inquire into this matter, as the mills should
be compelled to make supplies available.

The Hlonorary Minister for Agriculture:
It could not be done under this Bill.
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Hon. E. H. GRAY: No, but I think the
M~inister should intervene on behalf of the
poultry farmers. The amendment contained
in the last clause of the Bill would make
the position worse because a merchant
could sell a ton of supplies to the poultry
farmer without a guarantee, simply by
placing it in 28-lb. packets. The Act has
been amended many times and provides
elaborate precautions to ensure that the
poultry feed and its ingredients are pro-
perly registered and that there is a guaran-
tee as to what the mixture contains. Under
the Bill, the manufacturer, by selling the
commodity in 28-lb. packets, could become
exempt from necessity for the registration.
That would encourage unscrupulous manu-
facturers to defraud stockbreeders and
poultry farmers.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:.
It sounds very bad.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It does not look very
well, and it would enable unscrupulous
manufacturers to reap a small fortune.
When the Bill is in the Committee stage,
I will move to have that provision
eliminated.

HON. E. M1. DAVIES (W~est) 17.55]: 1
support the second reading of the Bill, but
take this opportunity of pointing out that
no reply has been given by the Honorary
3Minister to the questions raised in this con-
neetion during the debate on the Address-
in-reply.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is owing to the
illness of Mr. Parker, and is unavoidable.

Hon. E. 'I. DAVIES: There has been
no reply to any such questions raised by
member-, during that debate.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Did you speak before or after me in thnt
debate?

Hon. G. Fraser: Before.
The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:

I answered a good many questions.

Hon. E. 31. DAVIES: Mlthough the Bill
provides that the packages shall be marked
'with particulars as to the ingredients
they contain-excepting packages of 28 lbs.
or less, 'with which I do not agree-I
feel that the question of prepared poultry
foods should receive gireater considera-
tion by the Minister than it has in
the past. On many occasions it has been

pointed out that poultry and dairy farmers
are obliged to use these prepared mixtures
because it is not possible to obtain sufficient
offal for the preparation of their own mixed
foods. In spite of that, they are able to
purchase as much as they wish of the pre-
pared foods, provided they are willing to
pay £13 per ton for it as against £8 1s. lid.
for -bratn or pollard, if they could obtain it.
It is unfair that they should be put to the
extra expense of buying prepared food,;
that in somne cases do not contain as much
crushed wheat or other ingredients as they'
are supposed to. The producers are com-
pelled to pay £13 per ton instead of
LB 13s. lid, for ingredients that they c ould
mix far better than the mills do.

Hion. L. A. Logan: They would have to
buy them.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: They could buy
the offal, if it were available, much cheaper
than the prepared foods This is not the
statement of producers only, but also of a
produce merchant -who said that if he placed
an order 'with the mill for five tons of pre-
pared poultry food, be would have no
trouble in getting it, but that if he ordered
five tons of offal he would be laughed at.
The producers arc not receiving a fair deal
from the mills.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
How many mills arc manufacturing thestr
prepared poultry foods?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: 1 do not know,
hut there are many producers in the Fre-
mantle district who cannot obtain sufficient
offal for poultry or dairy purposes, though
they can obtain as mnuch prepared stookfood
as they can pay for. While the mills can
obtain £13 per ton for the prepared food,
they wvill do so in preference to selling the
offal at £8 13s. lid, per ton.

Hon. (a. Bennetts : It shows that the mill,
are getting an extra "cap" out of it.

lion. E. M. DAVIES: I support the
second reading of the Bill. I know the
measure cannot make mnuch difference to that
aspect Of the question but I intend, in thu
Comnmitee. stage, to have something to say
about Clause 5.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
F8.O]: There is no doubt that those members
who have spoken to the Bill have voiced
complaints regarding real disabilities from
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which a great number of producers are suf-
fering. Unfortunately the producers in their
districts are not the only ones concerned. he-
cause the complaints apply equally in the
country areas. I do not know how many
registered stock foods are being produced,
but possibly the Minister could enlighten us
on that point. I would like to inform Mr.
Gray that in the parent Act, which has been
in existence since 1934, there is a provision
setting out that it will not apply to any
package the net weight of which does not
exceed 281lb. I am inclined to agree with
him that if such food that is suppifed in
large quantities, to poultry men or dairymen
has to be branded and marked, then I can
see no reason why lots sold in small quanti-
ties should be exempted.

We safeguard the food supplies for
human beings, and 1 fail to see why we
should not equally safeguard the stockfoods
sold to those who make a living from poul-
try keeping or any other avenue of produc-
tion. When the Minister replies to the de-
bate, he may be able to give us some further
information in that respect. I have no doubt
that it applies to the mills in the metropoli-
tan area as well, but I can assure the House
that were' it not for the export of flour
under contract to the imperial Government,
the country mills would not be able to sup-
ply as much bran and pollard as they do
now. To my personal knowledge,' the coun-
try mills are in a desperate position regard-
ing the supplying of the requirements of
their regular customers, with whom they
have been trading for years.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [8.4]: 1 trust
the Minister will not reply to the debate to-
night so that he may make inquiries regard-
ing the matters mentioned by my colleagues.
It is a very sore point in our nrea.

Hon. A. Thomson: There are complaints
in the Press daily about it.

Hon. G. FRASER: That is so. Onl many
occasions we have been approached by pro-
ducers in the West Province regarding this
matter and they complain that while they call
purchase as much of the prepared foods as
they require, they cannot get sufficient bran
and pollard in order to do their own mixing.
They cannot understand why the mills can
provide the prepared foodstuffs but cannot
make available the necessary supplies of bran
,and Pollard. The Minister should investigate

the position. One or two of the producers
suggested that it would be better to revert
to departmental control. I understand that
at one time the Agricultural Department ex-
ercised some control over bran and Pollard
supplies.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
No. Do you want more control?

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: They do not
mind.

Hon' G. FRASER: We do not mind eon-
trols, if they arc in the interests of the
peo ple.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: This would be
in the interests of the poultry.

Hon. 0. FRASER: I understood that the
department entered into the matter somehow.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
That was under the National Security Regu-
lations during the war.

Hon. G. FRASER: At any rate, the
people were satisfied in those days.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
No, they were never satisfied, and I will tell
you why.

Han. 0. FRASER: This proposal eame
from people who suggested that the depart-
luent should take over control again.

Hon. A. Thomson: That would not help.

Hon. 0. FRASER: I am telling the House
what information was conveyed to us by
people in the trade. They had experience
under departmental control, hence their sag-
gestion that the position would be better if
that control were again exercised. I suggest
that in order to provide the House with the
fullest information possible, the Minister
should make further inquiries and give us
the reason why producers cannot secure the
bran and pollard supplies they require.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is all a matter of
shortage of supply.

Hon. 0. FRASER: If that is so, why call
the mills supply the mixtureI

Hon. A. Thomson: I do not know what is
in the mixture.

Hon. G. FRASER: There is no limit to
the quantity of prepared foodstuffs that the
mills can supply.

Han. A. Thomson: There must be a limit.

Hon. G. FRASER: They say there is not.
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Hon. A. Thomson: There is certainly a was enacted to cover retailers who might
limit to the bran and pollard that can be
supplied.

Hon. G. FRASER: If that is so, and yet
there is no limit to the quantity of prepared
foodstuffs that axe available, some further
light should be thrown on the matter. Earlier
in the session questions were asked on this
very subject, and when I sent copies of the
questions and answers to the people concern-
ed, they were very dissatisfied.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture: I
am not a magician.

Hon. G. FRASER: Quite so,' but the
people were certainly not satisfied. I hope
the Minister will furnish the House with
further information when he replies to the
debate.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [8.8]:
1 have had some experience in buying pre-
pared poultry food and on the whole I have
been fairly well satisfied. I know that many
commercial poultry men like to mix tbeir
mash according to their own formula. I
have often heard arguments between them,
one man claiming that he gets extra produc-
tion in eggs from his mix compared with
the next man whose formula is only slightly
different. The majority of the commercial
poultry raisers like to mix their own mash.'
I have certainly heard complaints similar to
those that have been voiced this evening.
It has been stated that a man can get as
much bran and pollard as he requires within
reason if he goes on the black market. I
beard that statement made less than three
months ago. Another man said he could
get all he wanted on the black market by
paying 12s. a ton or so more than the fixed
price. Another complaint is that if a per-
son went to a mill to order supplies, he
would be told that if he went to such and
such a produce merchant, he could get all
he wanted. If he does so, he has to pay
the maximum price and that hardly seems
to measure up to what we want with re-
gard to increased production, with ,payable
costs. I do not know what prompted the
enactment of Section 5 of the principal Act.
I know that there are some people who
go in for poultry in their backyards, who
do not desire to buy a 120 lb. bag of pre-
pared poultry mash. All they require is
20 or 30 lts. It may be that the section

open a hag and sell small parels of 12 or
20 lbs.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
You have hit it at last. That is the answer.

Hon. W. J. MANN: If that is so, I can-
not see anything very wrong about it. When
I have received some from a bag of poultry
mash, I have always noticed that it was
labelled showing the ingredients and other
requirementsL set out in the Act. If what
I suggest is the solution, I do not think
we could expect retailers to put labels on
small bags containing 12 lbs.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Or on bags containing 5 lbs. or 2 lbs.

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is so. We
know that the retailer merely opens up a
bag and takces from it small quantities as
they are required.

THE HONORARY xisNITER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B. Wood-East
-in reply) [8.13]): Mr. Mann has hit the
nail on the head and has given the solution.
Sometime somewhere a mash is registered.
When it goes from the factory in big bags
containing 1201lb., it is registered. The
article turned out by the factory is closely
inspected by officers of the Agricultural
Department. In those circumstances, it
would not be necessary for the storekeeper
who took a small quantity from the bag
and sold it to a customer to do what is
suggested.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: They sell the
mash by the bushel.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: All that mash would bear
the closest inspection. When I moved the
second reading of the Bill, I suggested to
members that they should consult interested
constituents and ask them what they thought
about the legislation. I do not know if
they did that, but evidently Mr. Gray did
not consult any of them. I can assure the
House that everyone concerned desires this
legislation. The Act makes every provision
to safeguard the interests of the producers.
It would not be desirable merely because a
little salt or some other commodity was
added to the mash, that the old registration
should be eapcelled and a new one obtained.
The department could approve of the new
mixture.
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Hion. E. H. Gray: We have no objection
to that.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I shall deal with the other
matters which were raised. I regret that
I did not reply to all of Mr. Davies'
questions. I thought I made a note of nll
the points which were raised during the
debate on the Address-in-reply; but I have
Lad so much worry over the past 18 months
and have made so many replies to other
people with regard to bran and pollard,
that perhaps I thought I had replied to all
the points raised during that debate.

Millers cannot produce bran and pollard
out of a bat. I will explain why they are in
such short supply. During the war, bran
and pollard -were under the control of the
Agricultural Department. At that time
some people were satisfied, because during
that period we had not many poultry
farmers. They had gone to the war, for
one thing. Immediately hostilities ceased,
however, not only did many more people
.engage in poultry raising, but those already
in the industry increased their production
and consequently the need for these sup-
plies increased.

There is still another reason for the
shortage. The difference between the com-
parable prices of various feeds is enor-
mnous. Chaff today is £17 per ton, wheat
nearly £E18 a ton and oats about £19 a ton.
As Mr. D~avies said, bran and pollard cost
£5 a ton. Therefore, the man who owns
a horse or a cow feeds it on bran and pol-
lard. That is a pity, but one cannot blame
them for doing so. They put as much bran
and pollard into the feed as they possibly
can. I suggested to the poultry farmers
that the solution of the problem was to
raise the price of bran and pollard to £C20 a
ton, hut they threw up their bands in hor-
ror at the suggestion. It m ight have been
the solution. In America, the price of bran
and pollard is £22 a ton. This is by the way.
What makes it difficult for the flourmillers in
Australia to compete with the flounnillers
in America in selling flour, particularly in
the islands, is because the Americans get
£22 10s. a ton and, I believe in some cases,
£25, for bran and pollard.

lHon. A. Thomson: Yes. They sell their
flour below cost.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGORICULTURE : They can easily do so and

still make a profit. Therefore, in my opin-.
ion, the producers in Western Australia are
very lucky indeed to get their bran and
pollard at £8 10s. a ton, although it causes
a shortage. It is difficult to know what to
do; the bran and pollard supplies are
simply not available. If this and another
place give us power to control bran aad
pollard, we still would not be able to get
any more out of the hat.

Hon. A. Thomson: Not a bit more.
Hon. G. Fraser: Would you give it to the

right quarters?

Hon. E, H. Gray: Why make up such
large quantities for feedI

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGR ICULTURE: Mr. Watson referred to
that point when speaking to the Address-in-
reply. It increases the supply. I have dis-
cussed the matter with those concerned.
The millers declare that the bran and pol-
lard belong to them and they can do what
they like with their stocks. Naturally, they
can, until we take the control out of their
hands.

HInM A. Thomson: You set a standard
for the bran and pollard.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGERICULTUTRE: Yes. I know the position
of the poultry farmers and can see their
point. of viewv. They do not want these
mashes, but if anyone can suggest how we
can alter the position, I shall he only too
happy to have the informnat ion. It would
be the solution of the problem. The millers
say they arc doing their best, but that the
bran and pollard are their property. There
is nothing to stop them from continuing
their present practice. I (d0 not know
whet-her any other points were brought up
to which I have not replied, but I shall
not proceed to the Committee stage this
evening. I would ask the House, however,
to pass the second reading tonight and if
there is anything I have not replied to,

Ishall be happy to give the information
later.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL-FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT
(CONTINUANCE).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
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HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [8.201:
1 secured the adjournment of the debate
with the object of consulting with some
fishermen of my acquaintance in order to
ascertain their views on this measure; but
unfortunately I did not contact the men 1
had in mind. I did, however, consult
with other interested flshermnen, who assured
me that they had no abjection whatever to
the Bill. They considered that the position,
s;o far as nets are concerned, was now, to
use their own term, pretty right. They also
told me that the majority of the fishermen
of their acquaintance did not mind which
way it went. Consequently, I have no criti-
cism of the measure to offer and shalt sup-
port the second reading.

THE HONORARY 2INISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Ron. G. B. Wood-East
-i'n reply) [8.21J: I shall not take up much
time in replying, but I desire to answer a
few contentions put forward yesterday. I
think there is some misunderstanding about
the Bill. Much was said, particularly by
Sir Charles Latham, as to the price of fish.
This measure has nothing to do with the
price of fish.

Hon. Sir Charles La thorn: It would have.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER FOE
AGRICULTURE: Nor has it anything to
do with the control of fish.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham:- It deals with
the supply of nets.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: That is so.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Do you not
think that that wvill limit the quantity of
fish being caught?

The HONORARY MI11NISTER FORl
AGRICULTURE; No. I shall prove to
the House that the effect will be to increase
the shipply of fish, because if we did not
control the supply of nets and Sir Charles
Lathamu or any other member of the Housem
went on a pleasure jaunt-

Hon. V.. Fraser: Once a month.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: -once a year, he could
buy a net and so deprive the professional
flishermen of their means of livelihood. That
is the way in which the supply of fish might
he decreased. I do not wish to dwell on

that point, as it is obvious. Sir Charier;
Latham also spoke about the making of fish-
ing nets out of Russian hemp. I made it
my business to get some information for thle
House on that point. It is as follows,:

With tihe possible exceeption of a few hemp
niets which have been recently imported into
this State for use in the salmon fisheryv, all
netting used by local fishermen is made from
cotton. The general world shortage of cotton
has restricted the quantity of netting being
manufactured auid, in commnon with other cot-
ton goods, the supply has not been sufficient
to meet tile demand. The post-war allocation
of cotton has to sonic extent relieved the acute
shortage of netting which was experienced
dluring the war years, but this has been offset
to sonic extent by the present limited supply
of raw cotton from dollar countries. At present
all netting is imported from England, whereas
prior to the war portion of the Australian
requirements were supplied by America and
Japan. in view of the world cotton position
and the future doubtful supplies of netting,
the Fishermen's Advis~ory Committee recom-
mended that the existing legislation controlling
the sole of fishing netting and cotton be ex-
tended for a further twelve months.

The control of the sale of netting ensures
that bona fido fishermen and genuine men,
particularly es-Service men, desirous of enter-
ing the industry, have the opportunity of
securing the gear necessary- for their fishing
operations. Fishermen are working along
various parts of the coast extending from Es-
perance in the south to Carnarvon int the
north, and it is considered that the men oper-
ating outside the metropolitan area should
have the opportunity of purchasing essential
requirements as stocks of netting come to
hand.

Otherwise, the fishermen who are sitting o
the doorstep of the people who sell the
material would get all the goods. To con-
tinue--

Should the control lapse, many persons would
have the opportunity of purchasing netting
and cotton to the exclusion of professional
fishermen operating in the outlying areas, and
it is considered this would have a detrimental
effect on the industry generally.

The control of the sale of netting and cotton
has no bearing on the price of fish. Like other
commodities the price of fishing 'gear has in-
creased since previar by approximately 150 per
cent. The Commonwealth Government fixed a
maximum price for fish and, with the excep-
tion of tile herring season, this price ihas
generally been maintained by supply and de-
nmand ' It wvas only recently, during the Shark
Bay schnapper season, that production ex-
ceeded the demand and local buyers refused to
pay the maximum price for fish. With ade-
quate supplies of gear for the genuine fisher-
men and extensive expansion in the fisheries
of this State, the resultant increaged produe-
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tion should have a distinct bearing on the
future prices of fish.

I do not want to say more than that. I
think I have proved to the House that it
is desirable that this measure should he con-
tinned for a further 12 months. The Fish-
eries Advisory Committee, whose members
comprise the Chief Inspector of Fisheries
and three professional fishermen, have ad-
vised the Minister that this course is desir-
able.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture in charge
of the Bill.

Clauses I and 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 36A:
Hon. A. L. LOTON: I desire to protest

against the continuance of this measure.
This is another instance, among many others,
in which the Minister has pointed out that
it is necessary to continue controls. I am
sick of controls, as I am sure other mnem-
hers are. The measure was a wartime one,
yet here we are, in 1948, -seeking to con-
tinue the legislation for a further twelve
months,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM:- The
point to which I hope the Honorary Minister
will give consideration is the dropping of
this legislation before the expiration of
twelve months, if that is at all possible. I
am aware that members smiled while Mr.
Loton spoke, but it is only a short time
ago since the public clearly denounced con-
trots. They voted against tbe continuance
of Commonwealth controls. The Minister
said that I was wrong because I told him
fishing. nets were made of Russian hemp.
For some time cotton was not available and
consequently nets became scarce. There was
justification for restricting their sale to
people using them for commercial fishing.
Cotton has not been available for quite a
time, and that is why the restriction was
originally brought in.

Hon. H. Tuckey: What about hemp?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That
bus not been very plentiful, although there
has been more of it than there has been

of cotton. I went around the country, when
the referendum campaign was in progress,
saying I objected to controls, and I now
feel a hypocrite when I support controls
here. All the important measures we have
dealt with have heen control Bills.

Hon. G. Fraser: I bet you will be sup-
porting- one tomnorrow night.

lion- Sir CHARLES LATHAM: What is
that?

Hon. G. Bennetts: Tractors.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Members must
not refer to legislation that is to come be-
fore the Chamber at some future time.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: If dui-
ing the year the Government is able to drop
these restrictions I hope it will do so.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I know a number of
licensed fishermen and they have not ap-
proached me regarding the legislation. I do
not like opposing the Bill, but it probably
would not make much difference whether it
was discontinued or continued for another
year. The time has arrived when we should
do without these controls.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I support the mem-
bers who have spoken, bitt it might be neces-
sary for us to continue this &'ntrol for
another 12 months. Apparently it is due to
a shortage of cotton.

The HONORARY MINISTER F0i1
AGRICULTURE: The Government is no
more desirous of continuing these controls
than is anyone else. The Crown Law officers
have enough to do drafting Bills, without
dealing with unnecessary ones. Measures
arc brought before Parliament after due
advice and consideration by the people con-
cerned. This one was asked for by the
advisory committee which comprises three
professional fishermen and the Chief In-
spector of Fisheries.

Ron. Sir Charles Latham: Many fisher-
men do not want it

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I have not heard of
them. Mr. Tuckey said he had received no
requests for this legislation. I was wonder-
ing whether the fishermnii knew that this
control mnight be taken from them. If there
is plenty of cotton, we will not necessarily
continue the control for 12 months. Sir
Charles Latham talked of other Bills. This
is only about the second or third.
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Hon. Sir Charles Latham: We have had Bill reported without amendment and the
thlree.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The only person who will
object to this is the man who wants a net
for his own pleasure. He should not have
one in the circumstances, because it would
not be fair to the man making his living
this way.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I begin to feel that
the Honorary Minister resents my action
in rising to speak.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
No.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: He suggests that
because the Government brings these Bills
down we should accept them and when
asked by our people about them say, "The
Minister introduced them and we have to
take them.''

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
You are imagining things I never thought
Of.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The Honorary Min-
ister opposed, during the referendum cam-
paign, the continuance of controls.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
I am now; most of us are.

Hon. A. L~. LOTON: Yet the Bills intro-
duced here have been for one control after
another.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Arting on the advice of the people who know
all about the 'position.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The legal frater-
nity.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
I never mentioned the legal fraternity in
this eae.

The CHAIRMAN: I poinvt out that this
is not the place to oppose the Bill. The only
thing Mr. Loton can do is to oppose Clause
3.

Hon. A. L~. LOTON: I oppose the alter-
ing of the words "forty-eight" to "forty-
nie."

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member
moving an amendment I

Hon. A. L. LOTON: No. I am speaking
against the alteration of those words.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
vote against the clause.

Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.

report adopted.

BILL-FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [8.40J:
I shall not oppose the Hill. I have looked
into it, and all it proposes to do is to confer
on natural born Asiatics the same rights as
other citizens. It wilt allow them to own a
factory, to work in a factory and to work
the same hours as ordinary citizens of this
country. It has no relation whatever to the
immigrant who may possibly be allowed in.
I support the Bill.

On motion by Hon. E. M. Davies, debate
adjourned.

DILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [8.41]: I
do not feel very happy about this proposed
amendment. In the first place, the Honor-
ary Minister told us, when introducing the
Bill, that representations had been made by
the Government of India regarding certain
of its nationals, resident in Australia. Most
of us are somewhat sympathetic to that re-
quest, but when we come to examine the Bill
we find that Section 130a which we are
asked to amend, is as follows:-

Every licensee by whom any person of
Asiatic race was employed in or about his
licensed premises on the 15th day of August,
1922, shall cause the name of such person to
be registered in a register to be kept at the
Licensing Court for the district in which the
licensed premises are situated; and no licensee
shall, elsewhere than in the North Province of
the State, employ any person of Asiatic rape
in or about his licensed premises w.hose name
is not so registered: Provided that this section
shall not apply to persons of the Jewish race..

We are asked to amend that section by add-
ing the words-
and that this section, shall not apply-

(1) any person of the Asiatic race who is
a natural-born British subject and
whose principal domicil is in the
State on the day of ths commence-
ment of the Licensing Act Amend-
ment Act, 1948, nor
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(2) to any descendant of any person re-
ferred to in the next preceding para-
graph if the domicil of the descen-
dant is in the State.

We have been told that this arises from a re-
quest made by the Government of India, but
I feel that the Act itself deals with Asiaties.
Whilst the question of domicil comes into
it, as far as the State is concerned, it is
possible that numerous persons of Asiatic
origin, at present in the northern pnrt of
Australia, may infiltrate into this State so
that in future we shall find them domiciled
here, notwithstanding that the Act provides
that their domicil shall be in this State.

Hon. A. Thomson: They would be natural-
born.

Hon. E. M1. DAViES: I do not know.
Possibly some of them have been natural-
born in the northern part of Australia. I
cannot subscribe to the Bill at the present
juncture. After hearing it explained, I
may change my opinion. It occurs to me
that some years ago a friend of mine had a
small business in Bunbury-his daughters
looked after it-and a Japanese frequented
it. When he was told by the proprietor
that he did not want him there, or his
custom, he said, "I am not a Japanese, but
an Australian.' Apparently he was born in
Australia. At the same time I am not Pre-
pared, if it can be avoided, to allowv this
class of people to be employed in and
around these businesses in Western Austra-
lia. We have many of our own people who
desire that class of work. I am not happy
about the Bill, but I have not yet made up
my mind how I shall vote. Unless it can be
explained to me that the position is other
than what I read in the Bill, I shall express
my disapproval by my vote when it is taken.

On motion by Hon. L~. A. Logan, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.47 p.m.

2lhsizhttitn Azszmh1u.

Wednesday, 15th September, 1048.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p~m., and read prayers.

ADDR2ESS-IN-RXPLY.

Pres~ntatiom.

Air. SPEAKER: I desire to announce
that, accompanied by the menzber for Wagin
and the member for Canning, I attended
upon His Excellency the Governor and pre-
seanted the Address-in-reply to His Excel-
lency's opening Speech. His Excellency was
pleased to reply in the following terms:-

Mr. Speaker and Members of the legisla tire
Assembly-± I thank you for your expressions
of loyalty to His Most Gracious Majesty the
King and -for your Address-ia-reply to the
Speech with which I opeaed Parliament.


